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DATA STANDARDS CHANGE NOTICE

A Data Standards Change Notice (DSCN) is an information mandate for a new or revised
information standard.

This DSCN was approved by the Welsh Information Standards Board (WISB) at its meeting on
Thursday 21st December 2023.

WISB Reference: ISRN 2023 / 033

Summary:
To include an additional 2 new values and the retirement of an existing value under
the Outpatient National data set.

Data sets / returns affected:
Outpatient Minimum Data Set (OP Ds)

Please address enquiries about this Data Standards Change Notice to the Data Standards
Team in Digital Health and Care Wales

E-mail: data.standards@wales.nhs.uk / Tel: 02920502539

The Welsh Information Standards Board is responsible for appraising information standards.
Submission documents and WISB Outcomes relating to the approval of this standard can be
found at:

https://nhswales365.sharepoint.com/sites/DHC DST/Lists/Information%20Standards%?20Ass
urance%20Submission%20Log/Allltems.aspx
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DATA STANDARDS CHANGE NOTICE
Introduction

WG initially raised concerns over the Reason for Cancellation value Hospital Initiated
Cancellation — Reason Unknown. A review of the data item under the Outpatient dataset
was undertaken which highlighted data quality issues. An Impact Assessment was
shared with Health Boards to gather feedback on potential amendments to the reason
for cancellation data item and to make sure recording of hospital-initiated cancellations
are consistent and comparable across Wales.

Based off the information provided within the impact assessment the following changes
to the data item for Outpatients was agreed:

e The addition of 2 PAPs reason for cancelation values added to Outpatients.
e Retirement of HIC - Reason Unknown
¢ System changes to make this data item mandatory.

Since the Impact Assessment a Health Board raised concerns over what code should be
used for instances when a cancellation has been due to COVID. Back in February 2022
there was a proposal to implement more granular codes for COVID cancellations but it
was agreed by WISB members not to proceed as the information could not be backdated
to capture the peak data. It has been agreed with WG that a new code should be added
to record when cancellations have occurred due to COVID. This information could them
be cross-referenced with data item ‘Attend or Did Not Attend’ to identify if this was
cancelled by the patient or hospital. To ensure futureproofing, it has been agreed that
the value should be named Infectious Disease.

Description of Change

To add the following additional values from the PAPs data set values to outpatients:
e Pre-existing medical condition
¢ Unfit with acute illness
e Infectious disease

To officially retire the following value from the Outpatients National values:
e Retirement of code 198 (Hospital initiated cancellation — reason unknown)

Data Dictionary Version

Where applicable, this DSCN reflects changes introduced by DSCN and/or DDCN since
the release of version 4.20 of the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.

The changes introduced by such DSCNs will be published in version 4.21 of the NHS
Wales Data Dictionary.

Actions Required

¢ System changes to be implemented to make Reason for Cancellation a mandatory
field from all relevant systems.

¢ DHCW Data Standards Team and all relevant systems to officially retire value 198
(Hospital initiated cancellation — reason unknown).
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e All Health Boards to submit new values where applicable under the Outpatient data
set.

e All Health Boards not currently submitting Reason for Cancellation data to begin
sending by 15t April 2024

e System changes to be implemented to add a new infectious disease code from all
relevant systems.

Appendix A: Table reflecting areas that are impacted as a result of this
DSCN

The following table shows where there are changes to the scope and/or definitions of
applicable data sets, data items, terms and other associated areas that are linked with
the changes documented within this DSCN.

Each data definition type is listed in alphabetical order and is shown in the sequence in
which it appears in this DSCN.

Data .
Definition Name New/Retired/ Page
Changed Number
Type
Data item Reason for Cancellation Changed 4
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Appendix B: Highlighted changes to be made to the NHS Wales Data
Dictionary

Changes to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary are detailed below, with new text being
highlighted in blue and deletions are shown with a strikethreugh: The text shaded in
grey shows existing text copied from the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.
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