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DSC Notice: DSCN (2009) 05 (W)
English DSCN Equivalent: n/a

Initiating Welsh Reference: EH / ML / 021 /08
Date of Issue: 19th May 2009

Subject: Reporting Assessment Unit
Activity in the Admitted Patient Care
(APC) Data Set.WIGSB

Welsh Information Governance
and Standards Board

Implementation date: 1st April 2009

Summary of change:

To introduce reporting of Assessment Unit Activity in the Admitted Patient Care (APC) Data Set.

These changes will be applied in version 2.21 of the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.

WIGSB Reference No:
IGRN 2008/010

Welsh Information Governance and Standards Board (WIGSB), is responsible for approving information standards.

Please address enquiries about Data Set change proposals to the Data Standards and Data Quality Team, HSW, Brunel House, 2
Fitzalan Road, Cardiff CF24 0HA Tel: 029 20502539 or E-mail Data.Standards@hsw.wales.nhs.uk

Data Set Change Notices are available via the Intranet Service HOWIS http://howis.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/home.cfm?orgid=299 or by
contacting the above address.

Draft DSCN numbering format = (year of draft) 2-character alpha (W).

Upon receiving approval for the change by WIGSB, the draft DSCN number will be reformatted to:
DSCN number format = (year of issue) 2-character numeric (W)

In addition,
WIGSB Reference No. format = WIGSB Submission Reference
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DSCN Distribution List

Name Job Title Organisation
Carol Davies Data Services Co-ordinator Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
Helen Thomas Acting Assistant Director of Information Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
Gareth Lee Head of Information Services Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
Deborah Usher Information Manager Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
John Dicker Regional IM&T Manager Business Services Centre
Eluned Cousins Regional Information Manager Business Services Centre
Mark Piper Information Services Business Manager Business Services Centre
Trevor Hughes Regional Information Manager Business Services Centre
Tim O’Sullivan Regional Information Manager Business Services Centre
Vince Lacey Acting Head of IM&T Manager Business Services Centre
Alan Roderick Acting Head of Performance & Information Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust
Kerry Ashmore Information Modernisation & Development

Manager
Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust

Steven Thomson Information Manager Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust
Gordon Craig Head of Information & Coding Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Graham Crooks Information Manager Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Jack Attwood Head of Information Services Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Lloyd Bishop Head of Business Information Systems Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Sonia Stevens Head of Information Gwent Healthcare NHS Trust
Cath Jones Principal Information Manager Gwent Healthcare NHS Trust
Robin Jones Director of Informatics Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Carl Davies Deputy Software Development Manager Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Debbie Croft Information Manager Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Eric Lewis Head of Information Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Richard Noyce Senior Information Analyst Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Nia Jones Acting Information Services Manager Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Michelle Campbell Corporate Information Manager Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Richard Walker Acting Head of IM&T North Wales NHS Trust (Central)
Peter Burcham Senior Information Analyst North Wales NHS Trust (Central)
Christine Fisher Head of Information North Wales NHS Trust (East)
Janet Holmes Information Analyst Community & Mental

Health
North Wales NHS Trust (East)

Jeff Pye Head of IM&T North West Wales NHS Trust
Vaughan Hughes Information Manager North West Wales NHS Trust
Lynda James Head of Information Powys LHB
Mike Jones Operational Powys LHB
Tracey Jones Information Services Manager Powys LHB
Dave Morrey Information Manager Velindre NHS Trust
David Howells Senior Analyst Programmer Velindre NHS Trust
Gordon McKenzie Head of Information Services Division Welsh Assembly Government
Sally Greenway Head of Information Standards Welsh Assembly Government
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David Hawes Corporate Health Information Programme Welsh Assembly Government
Anthony Tracey Corporate Health Information Programme Welsh Assembly Government
Catherine Bridges Information Services Division, Information

Analysis
Welsh Assembly Government

Martyn Rees Department of Health and Social Services Welsh Assembly Government
Pam Hall Corporate Health Information Programme Welsh Assembly Government
Sue Leake Health Statistics & Analysis Unit Welsh Assembly Government
Denise Roberts Financial Information Service Welsh Assembly Government
Shelagh Reynolds General Manager Welsh Cancer Intelligence &

Surveillance Unit
Gareth John Head of Information Products Unit Health Solutions Wales
Heidi Rosenberg Information Services Manager Health Solutions Wales
Ken Leake Technical Services Manager Health Solutions Wales
Tracey Taylor Lead Specialist - Data Processing Health Solutions Wales
Alan Samuel Senior Information Analyst Health Solutions Wales
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Document Control

Version: Changed
on:

Owner Details:

0.01 19/08/2008 Rebecca Wells First Draft of DSCN following production of
Definitions Document. To go to sub-group 27th August
2008.

0.02 25/09/2008 Rebecca Wells DSCN updated following August DSCN sub-group.

0.03 06/10/2008 Rebecca Wells DSCN updated following September DSCN sub-group.
Issued to Trusts for Comments 6th Oct 08 in readiness
for WIGSB approval 16th October 2008.

1.0 18/05/2009 Rebecca Wells DSCN and Final Proposal Approved by WIGSB
February 2009. DSCN issued to the service following
release of the Ministerial Letter on the 18th May 2009.
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DATA SET CHANGE NOTICE (2009) 05 (W)

WIGSB Reference: IGRN 2008 / 010

Subject: Reporting Assessment Unit Activity in the Admitted Patient Care
(APC) Data Set.

Reason for Change: To ensure that there is a consistent approach to the recording and
reporting of assessment unit activity,

Implementation Date: 1st April 2009

Background:

Assessment / Clinical Decision areas enable patients to be monitored and assessed by consultant staff
earlier within their pathway, rather having to be directly admitted into a hospital ward from A&E or a GP
referral. It is anticipated that the earlier intervention will result in a better service to the patient and more
effective clinical decision pathway.

Presently some Trusts are admitting these patients and submitting this activity to the Patient Episode
Database for Wales (PEDW), whereas other Trusts are admitting these patients onto their Patient
Administration Systems but are not submitting to the national database. For those Trusts who submit data
to PEDW there is no way to uniquely identify this activity. Therefore there is a requirement for a level of
consistency toimprove the comparability of Trusts’ activity which is used for benchmarking purposes. 

Assessment Unit activity will be collected and submitted by all Trusts via their Admitted Patient Care
(APC) extracts to Health Solutions Wales (HSW). The data will therefore be available for analysis via the
PEDW. All standard reports generated from this data source will therefore be able to be analysed with or
without assessment unit activity according to the report's business requirement.

Actions Required:

1. Trusts to submit their Assessment Unit Activity within the Admitted Patient Care Extract
using 'Local Sub Specialty'. See Appendix B for further details.
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Changes to be applied to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary:

Table reflecting areas that are impacted as a result of this DSCN can be found in Appendix A.

Changes to be made to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary are highlighted in Appendix B.

Changes as they will appear in the NHS Wales Data Dictionary can be found in Appendix C.
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Appendix A: Table reflecting areas that are impacted as a result of this DSCN.

The following table show all Data Items, Terms and associated areas that are linked with the
changes documented within this DSCN.

Data Definition Type Name New / Retired /
Changed

Data Item Local Sub-Specialty Code Changed
Term Assessment Unit New
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Appendix B: Highlighted changes to be made to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary

Changes to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary are detailed below, with new text being highlighted
in blue and deletions are shown with a strikethrough. The text shaded in grey shows existing
text copied from the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.

a) Changes to existing Data Items

Local Sub Specialty

(APC ds99/ EAL mds/ OP mds/ PP01W

A locally or nationally defined division of clinical work which may cross specialty boundaries.

Format: 3 character alpha-numeric

Value Meaning
100 See Below
200 See Below
300 See Below
900 See Below
000 No appropriate sub specialty

Treatment Function Code Local Sub Specialty Code
NNN Any 000 No appropriate sub-specialty

666 Assessment Unit
160 Plastic Surgery 100 Plastic Surgery (non burns)

166 Plastic Surgery (non burns) ASSESSMENT
200 Burns Surgery
266 Burns Surgery ASSESSMENT

170 Cardiothoracic Surgery 100 Cardiac Surgery
166 Cardiac Surgery ASSESSMENT
200 Thoracic Surgery
266 Thoracic Surgery ASSESSMENT
300 Paediatric Cardiac Surgery
366 Paediatric Cardiac Surgery ASSESSMENT

320 Cardiology 100 Paediatric Cardiology
166 Paediatric Cardiology ASSESSMENT

400 Neurology 100 Spinal Injuries
166 Spinal Injuries ASSESSMENT
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900 Other Neurology
966 Other Neurology ASSESSMENT

This local sub specialty code is a separate field, rather than an extension.

b) New Term

Assessment Unit

Assessment Units are facilities which fulfil all the criteria listed below;

 Afford the same privacy and dignity as inpatient wards in the hospital.
 Afford access to toilet and washing facilities.
 No staff or public thoroughfare through the area.
 Facilities for patients to securely store their belongings.
 Sufficient space between beds to allow visitors to be seated in comfort.
 Provision of hot meals and appropriate access

Where activity does not fulfil the above criteria it should not be considered assessment unit activity.
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Appendix C: Data Items and Term as they will appear in the Data Dictionary.

Data Items

Local Sub Specialty
(APC ds99/ EAL mds/ OP mds/ PP01W

A locally or nationally defined division of clinical work which may cross specialty boundaries.

Format: 3 character alpha-numeric

Treatment Function Code Local Sub Specialty Code
NNN Any 000 No appropriate sub-specialty

666 Assessment Unit
160 Plastic Surgery 100 Plastic Surgery (non burns)

166 Plastic Surgery (non burns) ASSESSMENT
200 Burns Surgery
266 Burns Surgery ASSESSMENT

170 Cardiothoracic Surgery 100 Cardiac Surgery
166 Cardiac Surgery ASSESSMENT
200 Thoracic Surgery
266 Thoracic Surgery ASSESSMENT
300 Paediatric Cardiac Surgery
366 Paediatric Cardiac Surgery ASSESSMENT

320 Cardiology 100 Paediatric Cardiology
166 Paediatric Cardiology ASSESSMENT

400 Neurology 100 Spinal Injuries
166 Spinal Injuries ASSESSMENT
900 Other Neurology
966 Other Neurology ASSESSMENT

This local sub specialty code is a separate field, rather than an extension.

New Term

Assessment Unit

Assessment Units are facilities which fulfil all the criteria listed below;

 Afford the same privacy and dignity as inpatient wards in the hospital.
 Afford access to toilet and washing facilities.
 No staff or public thoroughfare through the area.
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 Facilities for patients to securely store their belongings.
 Sufficient space between beds to allow visitors to be seated in comfort.
 Provision of hot meals and appropriate access

Where activity does not fulfil the above criteria it should not be considered assessment
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Additional Information:

Please address enquiries about this DSCN to: -

Data Standards and Data Quality Team
Health Solutions Wales
14th Floor - Brunel House
2 Fitzalan Road
Cardiff
CF24 0HA

Tel: 029 20502539
Fax: 029 20502504

E-mail: Datastandards@hsw.wales.nhs.uk


