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DSC Notice: DSCN (2009) 03 (W)
English DSCN Equivalent: 18/2005

Initiating Welsh Reference: WHC (2007) 070
Date of Issue: 23rd March 09

Subject:
To update the list of OPCS 4 codes for
Diagnostic Endoscopy proceduresWIGSB

Welsh Information Governance
and Standards Board Implementation date:

1st April 2009

Summary of change:
The purpose of this DSCN is to update the list of Office of Population Censuses and Surveys
Classification of Interventions and Procedures (OPCS) codes for diagnostic endoscopy
procedures relevant to the Diagnostic and Therapy Services waiting times’ data collection to
cover future releases of OPCS 4.

These changes will be applied in version 2.21 of the NHS Wales Data Dictionary

WIGSB Reference No:
IGRN 2008/023

Welsh Information Governance and Standards Board (WIGSB), is responsible for approving information standards.

Please address enquiries about Data Set change proposals to the Data Standards and Data Quality Team, HSW, Brunel House, 2
Fitzalan Road, Cardiff CF24 0HA Tel: 029 20502539 or E-mail Data.Standards@hsw.wales.nhs.uk

Data Set Change Notices are available via the Intranet Service HOWIS http://howis.wales.nhs.uk/sites3/home.cfm?orgid=299 or by
contacting the above address.

Draft DSCN numbering format = (year of draft) 2-character alpha (W).

Upon receiving approval for the change by WIGSB, the draft DSCN number will be reformatted to:
DSCN number format = (year of issue) 2-character numeric (W)

In addition,
WIGSB Reference No. format = WIGSB Submission Reference
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DSCN Distribution List

Name Job Title Organisation
Carol Davies Data Services Co-ordinator Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
Helen Thomas Acting Assistant Director of Information Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
Gareth Lee Head of Information Services Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
Deborah Usher Information Manager Abertawe Bro Morgannwg

University NHS Trust
John Dicker Regional IM&T Manager Business Services Centre
Eluned Cousins Regional Information Manager Business Services Centre
Mark Piper Information Services Business Manager Business Services Centre
Trevor Hughes Regional Information Manager Business Services Centre
Tim O’Sullivan Regional Information Manager Business Services Centre
Vince Lacey Acting Head of IM&T Manager Business Services Centre
Alan Roderick Acting Head of Performance & Information Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust
Kerry Ashmore Information Modernisation & Development

Manager
Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust

Steven Thomson Information Manager Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust
Gordon Craig Head of Performance Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Graham Crooks Information Manager Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Jack Attwood Director of IM&T Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Lloyd Bishop Head of Information Services Cwm Taf NHS Trust
Sonia Stevens Head of Information Gwent Healthcare NHS Trust
Cath Jones Principal Information Manager Gwent Healthcare NHS Trust
Carl Davies Deputy Software Development Manager Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Debbie Croft Information Manager Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Eric Lewis Head of Information Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Richard Noyce Senior Information Analyst Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Mark Bouchier Head of IM&T Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Nia Jones Waiting List Co-ordinator Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Michelle Campbell Corporate Information Manager Hywel Dda NHS Trust
Richard Walker Acting Head of IM&T North Wales NHS Trust

(Central)
Peter Burcham Senior Information Analyst North Wales NHS Trust

(Central)
Christine Fisher Head of Information North Wales NHS Trust (East)
Janet Holmes Information Analyst Community & Mental

Health
North Wales NHS Trust (East)

Jeff Pye Head of IM&T North West Wales NHS Trust
Vaughan Hughes Information Manager North West Wales NHS Trust
Lynda James Head of Information Powys LHB
Mike Jones Operational Powys LHB
Tracey Jones Information Services Manager Powys LHB
Dave Morrey Information Manager Velindre NHS Trust
David Howells Senior Analyst Programmer Velindre NHS Trust
Sally Greenway Head of Information Standards Welsh Assembly Government
David Hawes Corporate Health Information Programme Welsh Assembly Government
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Anthony Tracey Corporate Health Information Programme Welsh Assembly Government
Catherine Bridges Information Services Division, Information

Analysis
Welsh Assembly Government

Martyn Rees Department of Health and Social Services Welsh Assembly Government
Pam Hall Corporate Health Information Programme Welsh Assembly Government
Sue Leake Health Statistics & Analysis Unit Welsh Assembly Government
Denise Roberts Financial Information Service Welsh Assembly Government
Shelagh Reynolds General Manager Welsh Cancer Intelligence &

Surveillance Unit
Gareth John Head of Information Products Unit Health Solutions Wales
Heidi Rosenberg Information Services Manager Health Solutions Wales
Ken Leake Technical Services Manager Health Solutions Wales
Tracey Taylor Lead Specialist - Data Processing Health Solutions Wales
Alan Samuel Senior Information Analyst Health Solutions Wales
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Document Control

Version: Changed
on:

Owner Details:

0.01 11/09/08 JE Initial draft
0.02 02/01/09 JE Revised following DSCN Subgroup
0.03 04/02/09 JE To amend wording to cover the future releases of

OPCS 4

1.0 23/03/09 Approved by WIGSB on 19/03/09. This DSCN was
formally know as DSCN (2008) AS (W)



Data Set Change Notice

Document: DSCN (2009) 03 (W) Date Created: 23/03/09
Author: Data Standards & Data Quality, HSW Date Printed: 23/03/2009
Template Version: 0.06 Status: Final

Version: 1.0

Page 5 of 17

DATA SET CHANGE NOTICE (2009) 03 (W)

Reference: WIGSB IGRN 2008/023

Subject: To update the list of OPCS 4 codes for diagnostic endoscopy
procedures

Reason for Change: To ensure the correct OPCS codes are included within the
monitoring of waits for certain diagnostic endoscopy procedures.

Implementation Date: 1st April 2009

Background:

With effect from 1st September 2007, the monthly Diagnostic and Therapy Services Waiting
Times data collection included waiting times for certain diagnostic endoscopy procedures. These
procedure codes were included in the NHS Wales Data Dictionary under the Appendix K –
OPCS Reference Codes List and were based on OPCS 4.3.

From 1st October 2007, OPCS 4.4 was mandated in NHS Wales.

The procedure codes listed need to be updated to reflect the current OPCS 4.4 codes and codes
introduced under future releases of OPCS 4.

To provide consistency with NHS England and to minimise maintenance of OPCS 4 codes for
any future releases of OPCS 4, the range of OPCS 4 diagnostic endoscopy codes to be used in
the data collection will be shown under a new subsection of Appendix K.

Actions Required:

From 1st April 2009, Trusts are to include all OPCS codes as listed under Appendix K of the
NHS Wales Data Dictionary in their monthly Diagnostic and Therapy Services Waiting Times
data collection.
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Changes to be applied to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary:

Table reflecting areas that are impacted as a result of this DSCN can be found in Appendix A.

Changes to be made to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary are highlighted in Appendix B.

Changes as they will appear in the NHS Wales Data Dictionary can be found in Appendix C.
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Appendix A: Table reflecting areas that are impacted as a result of this DSCN.

The following table show all Data Items, Terms and associated areas that are linked with the
changes documented within this DSCN.

Data Definition Type Name New / Retired /
Changed

Data Items & Terms
(Grouped by Data Set)

Diagnostic and Therapy
Services Waiting Times

Background and Definitions

Changed

Appendix K OPCS codes for Diagnostic
Endoscopy procedures relevant
to waiting times data
collections

Changed
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Appendix B: Highlighted changes to be made to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary

Changes to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary are detailed below, with new text being highlighted
in blue and deletions are shown with a strikethrough. The text shaded in grey shows existing
text copied from the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.

Diagnostic and Therapy Services Waiting Times

Background and Definitions

1. In July 2001 the 'Waiting Times Strategy' confirmed a commitment to extend publication
of waiting times to include diagnostic and therapy services.

Consequently, a new monthly data collection was piloted to cover referrals to specified
diagnostic and therapy practice.

2. In May 2003, the success of the pilot was announced and the continuation of the monthly
collection was confirmed.

3. The data submission became mandatory in 2004.

4. In January 2007 a pilot was undertaken to enable the monitoring of services to meet the
'Designed for Life' 26 weeks wait from referral to treatment targets. WHC (2007) 002 was
issued to mandate a new file format for the Diagnostics and Therapies Waiting Times. This
new file format will provide consistency across all wait returns. This WHC also mandated the
requirement to provide waits in revised weekly time bands.

5. From April 2007, 5 additional diagnostic tests are mandated as part of the Diagnostic and
Therapy Services Waiting Times data collection.

6. From September 2007, diagnostic endoscopy procedures are mandated as part of the
Diagnostic and Therapy Services Waiting Times data collection.

7. A full list of the diagnostic endoscopy codes to be included in the Diagnostic and
Therapy Services Waiting Times Data Collection, can be found in Appendix K: OPCS
Reference Codes Lists
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Appendix K – OPCS Reference Codes List

1. OPCS 4.3 codes for diagnostic endoscopy procedures relevant to waiting times data
collections – Valid from 1st September 2007 to 31st March 2009

Remaining text in subsection to remain unchanged

2. OPCS 4 codes for diagnostic endoscopy procedures relevant to waiting times data
collections – Valid from 1st April 2009

Please Note:

These codes are to be used for the INCLUSION of diagnostic endoscopies in the
Diagnostic and Therapy Services Waiting Times data collection.

These codes are to be EXCLUDED from the Waiting Times for Inpatient and Day
Case Admissions and First Outpatient Appointments (PP01W).

1. Endoscopy – Gastroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G45.1 – G45.9 Diagnostic Fibreoptic Endoscopic Exam/Upper Gastrointestinal Tract

1.1 Duodenoscopy (limited examination of duodenum only)

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G55.1 – G55.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of duodenum

1.2 Jejunoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G65.1 – G65.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of jejunum

1.3 Other

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G16.1 – G16.9 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of oesophagus
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2. Endoscopy – Colonoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

H22.1 – H22.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of colon

2.1 Ileoscopy/Enteroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G80.1 – G80.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of ileum

3. Endoscopy - Flexible Sigmoidoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

H25.1 – H25.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of lower bowel using fibreoptic
sigmoidoscope

4. Cystoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M45.1 – M45.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder

4.1 Urethroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M77.1 – M77.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of urethra

4.2 Ureteroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M30.1 – M30.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of ureter

5. Bronchoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

E49.1 – E49.9 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of lower respiratory tract
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Appendix C: Data Items and Term as they will appear in the Data Dictionary.

Appendix K – OPCS Reference Codes List

1. OPCS 4.3 codes for diagnostic endoscopy procedures relevant to waiting times data
collections – Valid from 1st September 2007 to 31st March 2009

Please Note:

These codes are to be used for the INCLUSION of Diagnostic Endoscopies in the
Diagnostic and Therapy Services Waiting Times data collection.

These codes are to be EXCLUDED from the Waiting Times for Inpatient and Day Case

Admissions and First Outpatient Appointments (PP01W).

1. Endoscopy – Gastroscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G45.1 Fibreoptic endoscopic examination of upper gastrointestinal tract and
biopsy of lesion of upper gastrointestinal tract

G45.2 Fibreoptic endoscopic ultrasound examination of upper gastrointestinal
tract

G45.3 Insertion of Bravo pH capsule

G45.8 Other specified fibreoptic endoscopic examination of upper gastrointestinal

tract

G45.9 Unspecified diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of upper
gastrointestinal tract

1.1 Duodenoscopy (limited examination of duodenum only)

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G55.1 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of duodenum and biopsy of lesion of
duodenum

G55.8 Other specified endoscopic examination of duodenum

G55.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of duodenum

1.2 Jejunoscopy
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OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G65.1 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of jejunum and biopsy of lesion of
jejunum

G65.8 Other specified endoscopic examination of jejunum

G65.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of jejunum

1.3 Other

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G16 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of oesophagus

2. Endoscopy – Colonoscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

H22.1 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of colon and biopsy of lesion
of colon

H22.8 Other specified endoscopic examination of colon

H22.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of colon

2.1 Ileoscopy/Enteroscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G80.1 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of ileum and biopsy of lesion of ileum

G80.2 Wireless capsule endoscopy

G80.8 Other specified endoscopic examination of ileum

G80.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of ileum

3. Endoscopy - Flexible Sigmoidoscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

H25.1 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of lower bowel and biopsy of lesion of
lower bowel using fibreoptic sigmoidoscope

H25.8 Other specified endoscopic examination of lower bowel using fibreoptic
sigmoidoscope.

H25.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of lower bowel using
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fibreoptic sigmoidoscope

4. Cystoscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M45.1 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder and biopsy of lesion of
bladder NEC

M45.2 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder and biopsy of lesion of
prostate NEC

M45.3 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder and biopsy of lesion of
bladder using rigid cystoscope

M45.4 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder and biopsy of lesion of
prostate using rigid cystoscope

M45.5 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder using rigid cystoscope

M45.8 Other specified diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder

M45.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder

4.1 Urethroscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M77.1 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of urethra and biopsy of lesion of
urethra

M77.8 Other specified diagnostic endoscopic examination of urethra

M77.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of urethra

4.2 Ureteroscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M30.1 Endoscopic retrograde pyelography

M30.2 Endoscopic catheterisation of ureter

M30.3 Endoscopic ureteric urine sampling

M30.4 Nephroscopic ureteroscopy

M30.8 Other specified endoscopic examination of ureter

M30.9 Unspecified diagnostic endoscopic examination of ureter
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5. Bronchoscopy

OPCS 4.3 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

E49.1 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of lower respiratory tract and
biopsy of lesion of lower respiratory tract

E49.2 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of lower respiratory tract and
biopsy of lesion of lower respiratory tract

E49.8 Other specified diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of lower
respiratory tract

E49.9 Unspecified diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of lower
respiratory tract

2. OPCS 4 codes for diagnostic endoscopy procedures relevant to waiting times data
collections – Valid from 1st April 2009

Please Note:

These codes are to be used for the INCLUSION of diagnostic endoscopies in the
Diagnostic and Therapy Services Waiting Times data collection.

These codes are to be EXCLUDED from the Waiting Times for Inpatient and Day
Case Admissions and First Outpatient Appointments (PP01W).

1. Endoscopy – Gastroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G45.1 – G45.9 Diagnostic Fibreoptic Endoscopic Exam/Upper Gastrointestinal Tract

1.1 Duodenoscopy (limited examination of duodenum only)

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G55.1 – G55.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of duodenum

1.2 Jejunoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G65.1 – G65.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of jejunum
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1.3 Other

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G16.1 – G16.9 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of oesophagus

2. Endoscopy – Colonoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

H22.1 – H22.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of colon

2.1 Ileoscopy/Enteroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

G80.1 – G80.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of ileum

3. Endoscopy - Flexible Sigmoidoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

H25.1 – H25.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of lower bowel using fibreoptic
sigmoidoscope

4. Cystoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M45.1 – M45.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of bladder

4.1 Urethroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M77.1 – M77.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of urethra

4.2 Ureteroscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

M30.1 – M30.9 Diagnostic endoscopic examination of ureter
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5. Bronchoscopy

OPCS 4 CODE DESCRIPTION OF TEST/PROCEDURE

E49.1 – E49.9 Diagnostic fibreoptic endoscopic examination of lower respiratory tract
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Additional Information:

Please address enquiries about this DSCN to: -

Data Standards and Data Quality Team
Health Solutions Wales
14th Floor - Brunel House
2 Fitzalan Road
Cardiff
CF24 0HA

Tel: 029 20502539
Fax: 029 20502504

E-mail: Datastandards@hsw.wales.nhs.uk


