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Data Dictionary Change Notice NHS Wales Informatics Service

Data Standards

Subject(s): Definition of ‘Main Specialty (Consultant)’

Approval Status: This DDCN was approved by the DSCN
Sub-Group on the 4 June 2013

Where applicable, this DDCN reflects
changes introduced by DDCN and/or DSCN
since the release of version 4.3 of the NHS

Wales Data Dictionary.

Data Dictionary Version:

The changes introduced by such DDCNs
will be published in version 4.4 of the NHS
Wales Data Dictionary.

Reference Number: DDCN 20137 12
Version Number: 4
Publication Date: 21" August 2013
Relevant DSCN(s): N/A

Reason for Change

There has been long-standing confusion in the NHS Wales Data Dictionary over the
definitions and use of Main Specialty, Local Sub-Specialty and Treatment Function
Codes.

To more clearly distinguish between ‘Main Specialty’ and ‘Treatment Function Code’, two
separate lists and accompanying definitions (based on those used in England) are to be
introduced.

The NHS Wales Data Dictionary does not properly distinguish between ‘Main Specialty’
being a Royal Colleges and Faculties approved title and ‘Treatment Function’ being a
division of clinical work based on Main Specialty.

Therefore a clear, distinct definition of Main Specialty (Consultant) is to be introduced
into the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.
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Description of Change

To introduce a new definition for ‘Main Specialty (Consultant)’ to more accurately
describe its content. The English Definition of Main Specialty is to be adopted.

Data Dictionary Version

Where applicable, this DDCN reflects changes introduced by DDCN and/or DSCN since
the release of version 4.3 of the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.

The changes introduced by such DDCNs will be published in version 4.4 of the NHS
Wales Data Dictionary.
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Sectionl: Table reflecting areas that are impacted as a result of
this DDCN

The following table shows all applicable data sets, data items, terms and other
associated areas that are linked with the changes documented within this DDCN.

Each data definition type is listed in alphabetical order and is shown in the sequence in
which it appears in this DDCN.

Data Definition Name New 7/ Retired / Page
Type Changed Number
Data Item Main Specialty (Consultant) Changed 4
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Section 2: Highlighted changes to be made to the NHS Wales Data
Dictionary

Changes to the NHS Wales Data Dictionary are detailed below, with new text being
highlighted in blue and deletions are shown with a striketh+rotgh— The text shaded in
grey shows existing text copied from the NHS Wales Data Dictionary.

Changes to Data Items (A-2)

Main Specialty (consultant)

Change History

DDCN 2013/ 12 Definition of Main Specialty (Consultant)

DSCN 2012 / 11 Elective Admission List Data Set (EAL Ds)

The introduction of the ‘Referral to Treatment Times

——— (Combined)’ return

Angiogram Waiting Time & Referral to Treatment Patient

— Tracking Report.

DSCN 2010/12 Referral to Treatment Patient Tracking Report.

Admitted Patient Care Minimum Data Set (APC MDS)

DSCN 2010 /07 Data Validity Standards

DSCN 2009/09 NHS Reforms: NHS Wales Data Definition Update.

DSCN (2008) 08 (W) Referral to Treatment Patient Tracking Report.

To remove waits for certain diagnostic endoscopies from
the waiting times data collection for inpatient and day
case admissions and first outpatient appointments
(PPO1W).

DSCN (2007) 13 (W)

To Provide Guidance on the Reporting Structure for the

DSCN (2007) 08 (W) Referral to Treatment Times Reporting Requirements.

Rename Data Item ‘Consultant Specialty Function Code*

- and Specialty Function Code’

(This data item was formerly known as ‘Specialty Function Code’ with the new title being
implemented from 15th May 2006)

This data item is / was included in the following data sets / collections between the dates
shown:

Data Set / Collection | Valid From Valid To
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http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20121121_DSCN_112012.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20111001_DSCN_072011.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20110721_DDCN_022011.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20091001_DSCN_122010.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20100601_DSCN_072010.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20091001_DSCN_092009%28W%29.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20080901_DSCN_082008%28W%29.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20070901_DSCN_132007%28W%29.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20070401_DSCN_082007%28W%29.pdf
http://www.wales.nhs.uk/sitesplus/documents/299/20060401_DSCN_052006%28W%29.pdf
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http://www.datadictionary.wales.nhs.uk/WordDocuments/appendixaspecialtycodes.htm
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http://nrds.cymru.nhs.uk/

Additional Information:

Please address enquiries about this DDCN to: -

Data Standards Team

NHS Wales Informatics Service
14th Floor - Brunel House

2 Fitzalan Road

Cardiff

CF24 OHA

Tel: 029 2050 2539
Fax: 029 2050 2330

E-mail: data.standards@wales.nhs.uk

You can find changes made to the NHS Wales Informatics Service Data Dictionary via the
following link: http://www.datadictionary.wales.nhs.uk/
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