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1st April 2025

VASS Check 50125 (APC), 51202 (OP), 20308 (PCR) and 20821 (EDDS) NHS Number Status Indicator amended

DSCN 2025 / 08 retired NHS Number Status Indicator value ‘nn - Number present and traced using Welsh Patient Demographic Service’ as of 1st April 2025. This value and data item appeared in the APC, OP, PCR and ED data sets.

As a result of the retirement, the following VASS checks have been updated:

· 50125: Invalid NHS Number Status Indicator (APC)
· 51202: Invalid NHS Number Status Indicator (OP)
· 20308: Invalid NHS Number Status Indicator (PCR)
· 20821: Invalid NHS Number Status Indicator (EDDS)

The logic behind these checks verifies whether a valid and active value has been submitted, as defined by the Data Dictionary, with any blank submissions being flagged as invalid. Therefore, starting from 1st April 2025, if ‘nn’ is submitted as an NHS Number Status Indicator code, it will result in a validation error.

The ‘NHS Number Valid & Traced’ check is not a VASS check but is included in the APC, OP, PCR and EDDS Data Validity reports, and it has also been updated following the retirement of the ‘NHS Number Status Indicator’ code ‘nn’. Previously, the logic for this check considered the presence of either code ‘nn - Number present and traced using Welsh NHS AR’ or code ‘01 - Number present & traced’ alongside a valid NHS Number, provided the GP Practice Code was registered on WRTS as a valid Welsh or English GP Practice Code. The updated logic now only requires the presence of code ‘01 - Number present & traced’ with a valid NHS Number under the same GP Practice Code conditions. Consequently, the reports and associated calculations have been revised to reflect this change.

These changes have been incorporated into the APC, OP, PCR and EDDS May 2025 Data Validity reports.
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