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1st September 2024

VASS Check number 51216 and 51608 (OP) amended
[bookmark: _Hlk157158107]Invalid Attendance Category and Inconsistent Attendance Category/Priority Type (New Patients)

[bookmark: _Hlk157158113]The data item, Attendance Category, which categorises the type of attendance was formerly known as ‘First Attendance’ with the new title and data definition taking effect from 1st April 2009.

Existing values are:
· 1 - New Attendance
· 2 - Follow-up Attendance
· 3 - Pre-Operative Assessment Attendance

On 1st January 2024, the DSCN 2024 / 01 mandated the implementation of (phase 1) a new data item to record if a patient has been added to a Self-Management pathway and identify the type of Self-Management.

DSCN 2024 / 07 instructed the implementation of (phase 2) additional values under the existing data item Attendance Category within the Outpatient Minimum Dataset to accurately reflect a patient’s reason for attendance when triggered via a Self-Management pathway. These additional values are as follows:

· [bookmark: _Hlk179545355]4 - Patient Initiated Follow Up
· 5 - See on Symptom Follow Up
· 6 - Remote Monitoring Triggered

The logic behind the Attendance Category validity check (51216) looked at whether a valid and active value had been submitted, as defined by the Data Dictionary, with any blank submissions being flagged as invalid. 

The logic behind the consistency check ‘Attendance Category/Priority Type (New Patients)’ (51608) has been updated so that Priority Type (New Patients) should only be populated when the Attendance Category is 1 (New Attendance) and for records with Attendance Category 2 (Follow-up Attendance), 3 (Pre-Operative Assessment Attendance), 4 (Patient Initiated Follow Up), 5 (See on Symptom Follow Up) or 6 (Remote Monitoring Triggered), Priority Type (New Patients) should be blank.

Both VASS Checks 51216 and 51608 have been updated to include the additional valid values, which were implemented on 1st September 2024.
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