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1st April 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk157158107]VASS Checks 50120: Invalid Admission Method and 50602: Inconsistent Admission Method vs Source of Admission (APC) amended

DSCN 2024 / 09 mandated changes to the recording of Admission Method via the Admitted Patient Care data set, to extend the data values associated with the data item and retire 2 data values as outlined below:

To add the following additional data values:
26 – GP Out of Hours Service
84 – Transfer to GP Care
85 - Elective transfer of an admitted patient from other hospital provider
86 - Emergency Transfer of an admitted patient from other hospital provider
87 – Transfer from GP Care

And to officially retire the following data values:
23 – Bed bureau
81 – Transfer of any admitted patient from other hospital provider. May be used for an elective or emergency transfer from other hospital provider.

All changes were implemented on 1st April 2024.

This resulted in the logic being updated behind the following VAS checks:
50120: Invalid Admission Method
50602: Inconsistent Admission Method vs. Source of Admission

Admission Method is considered valid if it contains a valid and active value as defined in the Data Standard published in the NHS Wales Data Dictionary, with any blank submissions being flagged as invalid. The updates to this check were incorporated within the APC Data Validity report from May 2024 onwards.

The logic behind the consistency check Inconsistent Admission Method vs. Source of Admission, has been updated to replace data value ‘81 – Transfer of any admitted patient from other hospital provider’ with more granular data values 84, 85, 86 and 87. If Admission Method is 84, 85, 86 or 87 (i.e., transfer from another hospital), then the Source of Admission should be a data value that indicates another hospital i.e., 51, 55 or 87. The updates to this check will be implemented and published within the APC Data Consistency report from November 2024 onwards.

There are 2 other checks that assess the consistency of APC data items with Admission Method:
50625: Inconsistent Admission Method vs Intended Management
50611: Inconsistent Admission Method vs Patient Classification

However, these checks are not impacted by the changes to Admission Method as the Patient Classification data item is derived from the Intended Management data item which only applies to patients on the Elective Admission List.
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